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I N 


"A PRIVATE LETTER. 


S 3 Ro 


Ince I have known you ſ\ long, I am forry I knew you 
no better. I aſſure you | intended to treat you as an 
entire Friend, but you wreſt my words to a harſh con- 
ſtrudion, For Mr. S:-- he was ſo far from giving any 

| partial account, that he did not ſo much as poſitively 
ſay, you had left our Communion. I confeſs upon , a. vehe- 
ment ſuſpicion (for which we had other grounds) I took the 
freedom ro tell you (what wou!d. fall under every ordinary ap- 
prehenſion, )chat your departure would unavaidably expoſe you 
unto cenſure, That ſome would impute it to a hot head, others 
to a weak Judgment, and a third ſort perhaps to diſcontent, that 
you were not gratified according to your great merits. Herein, 
Sir, I only plaid the part of a Rehearſal. For my own part, in 

A 3 imputing. 


+ Vide 

T abulz 
Suffragia- 
les, 


(2) 
impnting what I had heard of you to a fit of the Spleen, I gave 
an evidence of my Charity, in regard you had formerly com- 
plain'd of ſuch a fit as had unhing'd your faculties and ſtifled 
your Pen into a long ſilence ; and ſure, I could never reckon that 
fora fauitin you, which I knew to be your infelicity and affli- 
Gion, Hitherto therefore my Carriage was very innocent. And 
(when I long'd ſo much to hear from you) if I were a little im- 
patient at the diſappointmen!,yet a liecle ingenuity would have 
given ita better interpretation than the waat of common pru- 
dence ; and a faſt Friend would have taken it for an argument of 
a fincere affeGion, However I muſt lament my own loſs ; that 
what you intended for my information was, by ſuchan unfortu. 
nate miſadventure, caſt into the common lot of waſte Paper. Bur 
whatever the conception ' was which thoſe Letters miſcarried 
with, theſe give mean incimatian of your preſent change. And 
to queſtion whether this were Mutatio de xtre A4ltiſſimi,a change 
wrought by the right hand of the Moſt High, were, no doubr,in 
your Judgment to make a breach upon Charity and Prudence 
borh together, Yet ſeeing you applaud your ſelf (as all ſuch 
Proſelytes uſe to do) that you have chanped Opznton into Faith, 
and Doubtfulnefi into Infallibility ; give me leave, for once, to 
enquire into the real advantage, you flatter your ſelf to have 
purchaſed by your Separation from us. In order hereto I pray 
reſolve me where the Infallibility is lodged, which you ſo much 
boaft of; I prefume you will not ſay, you have it in your own 
bofom ; for that would ſmell a little roo rank of arrogance ; if 
you ſay, 'tis lodged in the perfon of the Pope, that is rendred 
very tmprobable, becauſe ir was not long fince one of them 
profeſfed that he was 'no Theologue, and:conſequently not fir to 
decerminea pornt of Faith; and if we may believe ſome of the 
Roman Writers (beſides Schiſm)Hereſy, Infidelity and Atheiſm, 
'haie been found amongſt them. And this DcAGrine is ſo falſe and 
fcandatovs, that Mr.Jhite makes it more criminal and damrable 
than deflonring of holy Virgins upon the Holy Altar f, 

- 2, If you place your Tofallibility in the diffufive body of the 
Clergy, or of Chriſtians in general , That will be of no wore 
advantage 


: (3) 
advantage to the determination of Controverſies than the pri- 
vate Spirit, that is utterly unprofitable and uſeleſs 3 for why 
may we not find it then, in Biſhop Andrews as well as in Bekay- 
mine, in Biſhop Sanderſon as well as in Cajeren, and in Dr, Ham- 
mond as well as in Stapleton ? | 

3. If you lodge it in General Councils, there we are ready 
to joayn ifſue with you. For thoſe which are truly fuch, we have 
the greater veneration for. And ] will give you one inſtance 
in watter of Faith, that ſhall make it evident beyond contra- 
dition, (for watter of Juriſdigion afterward.) * Inthe 
«Third general Council held at Fpheſws, Decrevit Sanfta Syno- 
&©« das mon licere cuiquam aliam fidems afferre, vel ſcribere, wel com 
* pojere preter eam, que a Sanitis Fatribus Niczz Congregatis, 
« in Sentto Spiritu definits eft---Ge. The Holy Synod hath de- 
« creed, That it ſhall not be lawful for any one to bring in or 
& alledge, tO write or compoſe any other Faith beſides that 
« which is defined by the Holy Fathers afſembled at Nice, with 
&« the (afliftance of the) Holy Ghoſt, This Canon, which the 
Church of England obſerves inviolable, the Church of Rome 
doth egregioutly prevaricate ; witneſs the Faith compoſed, after 
the Council of Trex#, by Pope Pins the Fourth, which is ſo- 
temnly ſworn by all the Clergy in the Church of Rome at this 
day. If you fay, this was not another Faith, nor any addition 
ro the Ancient Creed , but only an explicetion of it, the very 
letter of that Symbol will evince the coatrary ; and to uſe your 
own expreſſion, that defence dwindles into more Evaſion. Let 
the Reader judge by the watter of Fac and the Obſervations 
following. ; 


The Confeſſion of Faith, by Pope Pius, according to the Conncit 
f Trent ſet forth 1564. 


A. B. do ſtedfaſtly believe and profeſs, all and fingular 

« the Contents of that Symbol of Faith which the holy Roman 
* Church ufeth ; That is to ſay, 

1 believe in one God the Father Almighty, maker of Heaven 

«nd Earth, and of all things vigble and inviſible, and in owe Lord 


Jeſus 


Concil. 3. 
Generale 
Epheſ. ha- 
bir. Can.7. 
Juftell. 
Codex 
Canon:Ec- 


cleſ. Uni- 


ver(.Can. 
177» 


(4) 7 
Teſws Chriſt, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father 
before all worlds, God of God, light of light, wery God of wery 
TheCoun. G04» begotten not made, being of one ſubſtance with the Father, by 
GIF nz Whom all things were made ; who for us men and for our ſalvation 
conſiſted came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghoſt of 
Got be the Virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified alſo for 
all ; arts of #s under Pontius Pilate, he ſuffered, and was buried, and roſe a- 
gb ty gain the third day according to the Scriptures, and aſcended into 
d fitteth on the right hand of God the Father ; and 


Weſt, and Heaven, 41 
was held þe ſhall come again with Glory to judge both the quick andthe 


indexcat gead: whoſe Knngdom ſhall have vo end. And 1 believe in the 
of corftin- Holy Ghoſt, the Lord and giver of life, who proceedeth from the 


—_ ws the Fath.y and the Son: who with the Father and the Sox together 1s 
ThCoun- worſhipped and glorified, who ſpake by the Prophets. And 1 believe 
cil of Tent one Catholick and Apoſtolick Church : | acknowledge one Baptiſm 
mas not for the remiiſion of fins 3 and I look for the Reſurreition of the 
the year dead, and the life of the World to come. Amen. 
25490 as [ Thus far is the Faith of the Council of Nice, to which the 
till 1553, POP* adds theſe Articles following : ] | 
wherein 1 do ſtedfaſily admit and embrace Apoitolical and Eccleſtaſtical 
wereinalh Traditions, with the reſt of the Obſervations and Conflitutions of 
gares, Car- the ſame Church. | admit alſo of the holy Scripture, according 
_ T to that ſenſe, which hath been held, and # held by the holy Mother 
Protors, 1he Church, whoſe effice it #s to judge of the true ſenſe and imter- 
but 255. pretation of the Hely Scriptures : Nor will 1 ever receive or in- 
_ terpret the ſame, but according to the unanimous conſent of the 
Talians & Fathers. | profeſs alſo, that there are ſeven Sacraments of the 
-# 6 oy new L av, truly and priperty ſo called, inſtituted by Jeſus Chriſt 
Tulna cur Lord, and eceſfary to the Salvation of Mankind, though all of 
Sn. Ciril, them: be mot neceſſary for every man ; That us toſay, Baptiſm, Con- 
Zeop! fa 100. the Euchariſt, Penance, Extreme UnGion,Orders, axd . 
E#itoari, Mairimony : and that they do confer Grace; and amongſt theſe, 
1659. that Baptiſm, Confirmation and Orders, cannot be repeated without 
Sacrile ge, | 4o alſo receive and admit all the recetrved and ap- 
rived Kites of the Latholick Church in the ſolemn adminiſtration 
of all the aforeſaii Sacraments. | ao receive and embrace all and 


- ſingular 


CY 
fingular the things which were acfined by the holy Synod of Trent, 
concerning Original Sin and Juſtification : I profeſs likewiſe, that 
in the Sacrifice of the Maſs there is offer d unto God 4 trac, 
proper , and 77 #4 was Sacrifice for the living and dead ; and 
that in the moſt holy Sacrament of the Euchariſt, there is verily, 
really and ſubitantially the Body and Bloud , together-with the 
Soul and Divinity of our Lord Feſus Chriſt ; and that there is 
made (therein) « change of the whole ſubſtance of the Bread into 
his body, and of the whole ſubſtance of the Wine into his bloud; 
which change the Catholick, Church calls Tranſubſtantiation. / 
do alſo confeſs, that Chriſt whole and entire , and the true Sacye- 
ment is received in etther kind alone. | do ſteadfaſtly hold, that 
there is a Purgatory, and that the Souls detained therein are 
relieved by the Suffrages of the Faithful, Likewiſe alſo, that 
the Saints reigning together with Chriſt, are to be worſbipped and 
prayed winto ; and that they do offer up prayers unto God for us. 
And that their Reliques wy fo be had in veneration, | do mo 
edfaſtly affirm, that the Images of Chriſt, of the (Bleſſed 

- hy he eMother of God, pag, 4s = are 0 ed 
and kept, and a due honour and veneration to be given unto them. 
Alſo, that the power of 1nduigences was left by Chrift unto his 
Gharch ; and | affirm, that the uſe of them is very ſalutary © 
( and beneficial) to Chriſtien people: 1 acknowledge the holy 
Gatholick and Apoſtolick Roman Ghurch to be the e Mother and 
eMiſtreſs of all Churches, And I promiſe and ſwear true obe- 
dience to the Pope of Rome, ſucceſſor to B, Peter, Prince of the 
Apoſtles, and the Vicar of Chriſt, IT do alſo undoubtedly receive 
axd profeſs all things elſe, which aye delivered, defined and de- 
clared by the ſacred Canons and general Councils, and eſpecially by 
the moſt holy Synod of Trent.. And I do likewiſe condemn, re- 
ject and anathematize all things that are contrary, and all Here- 
ſtes whatſoever , which. are condemned , rejeited and anathema- 
tized by the Church. This true Catholick Faith, without which 
210 M411 Can IR » which at this preſent I do freely profeſs 
and truly hold, by Gods help, I will moſt conflantly to the very 
laſt breath of my life, intirely and ws hold and ſo the 

; ame, 


v 
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| (6) 
ſame, ard takg care, 4s much as in me lies, that the ſame ſhall be 
held, taught and preached by all my Subjects, or all thoſe under 
my care and charge, in reſpect of my Fundion. This I A. B, da 
promiſe, vow, awd ſwear, So God be my help, and theſe his holy 
Goſpels. | 

This is the Creed of Pope Pius, according to the Council 
of Trent, Now betwixc theſe Articles and thaſe of the 
Church of Exglend there is a vaſt difference, both 1. Inthe 
watter; and 2. In the 7wpoſition ; and 3. In the end of 
them, | 

1. For the Matter of theſe Articles : Thaſe of the Church 
of England are not to be believed as Articles of Faith, no 

- Further than they can approve themſelves tobe contained in the 
holy Scriptures; for thus we are taught in the Sixth of theſe 
Articles. 

&« Holy Scripture containeth all things necefſary to ſaiva- 
**tion, fo that whatſgever is not read therein, nar may: be 

* Licerin. © proved thereby*, is not to be required of. any man, that it 

terdum a ** ſhould. be belived as an Article of the Faith, or be thought. 

fidelibus © requiſite or neceflaxy to ſalvation. But amongſt the Articles. 
corlivcibi. Of Faith enjoynyd by Pope Pins , ſome ate quite beſide the 
bile ador- Holy. Scripture, ſome againſt itz ſome are mere ſpeculations of 

, cnet the Schools, and.others but probable, and matters of doubtful 

admicta- diſputation. For inſtance; (1); The miiltiplication of Ade- 

wr. Mar. 2O6ates. and. Ghoſtly Patrons: (2) The Saczifice of the eAfeſt : 
zi» oftiat (3) The Adoration of the Kpfht (4) The power of Induk. 


4 - article. LEACES. ; as they are maintained avd praiſed in the Church .of 


Rowe. Theſe are, at leaſt beſides the Holy Seripture, 

(1) The Inwacatiorn of Saints, and veneration of Images (as 
practiſed'generally by the Common people, according to their 
Books, )- : 

( 2). The publick Service- of: the Church in an. «vknown 
Tongye. The adminiſtration of the Lords Supper, ordinarily 
to.the people, but in. owe-kind+:: And that: the Church of Rowe 
is. the Mother-and: Miſtreſs of: all qther Churches. Theſe are 
againſt-Scripture, | | 

, (3) Tranſa- 


(7) 
(3) Tranſubſtantiation (whatſoever it ſignities more than 
Real preſence, and the benefits which flow from it) with the 
unaccountable hypotheſes which depend upon it : And Par- 
gatory, as itis blown up into Climerical flames by the School- 
men z with the means and manner of deliverance out of it, 
are no better than Scholaſtical ſpeculations. And many of 
the reſt valued but as probabilities, or matters of doubtful dif- 

putation, | 

2. For the impoſition of theſe reſpeAive Articles the diffe- 
rence is vaſt, For thoſe of Pope Pixs we bave not only, 
« ] receive, admit and embrace (this Faith;) not only, I do + 
* affirm and aknowledge, conſtantly hold and moſt ſtedfaſtly 
*6 affert it: not only, I do with a ſtedfaſt Faith believe and 
«profeſs it ; but undet the high and ſolemn obligation, I do 
* promiſe, vow, and ſwear, to hold, teach and preach the ſame 
«to the very laſt breath of my life, and to procnre all o- 
« thers under my charge to do the like, But to the Articles 
of Religion in the Church of Exglend ſubſcription is only 
required, without any obligation ro teach, profeſs or aflerc 
chew, further than they are contained in the Holy Scripture, 
or may be proved thereby to be Articles of the Faith ; or 
admitted for diſcipline and good order, And it is moreover 
to be obſerved, That his Majeſty in his Declaration before 
theſe Articles printed 1630, though he forbids the offering 
violence to the liberal and Grammatical ſenſe of theſe Articles ; 
yet he feems to allow a modeſt liberty (without contention) in 
putting the moſt favourable conftruion upon them, The 
words are.theſe, © Though ſome differences have been ill 
* raiſed; yer we take:comfort in this, that all Clergy-men 
<« within our Realng. have always moſt willingly ſubſcribed 
*« ro the Articles eſtabliſhed ; which is an Argument to Us, that 
« they all agree in the true litera} meaning of the ſaid Arti- 
*< cles; and that even in thoſe curious points, in which the. 
* preſent differerices lie, Men of all forts take the Articles 
** of the Church of England to be for them 3 which is an 


e« Argument, that none of them intend any deſertion of rhe 
| B 2 * Artie 


(8-) 

« Articles eſtabliſhed, Where we ſce his Majeſty took notice, 
that men of all ſorts took theſe Articles to be for them; and 
he declares, that he twok comfort therein, Which argues, that 
the impoſition was not ſtrict and rigid as to the ſenſe and 
meaning of the Articles. And though in the Synod 1640. Cas.6. 
an Oath was enjoyned ; yet it was with as much modeſty and 
rendernefſs, as any ſober and peaceable Subje& can deſire : for 
thus it runs, 1 A. B, do ſwear , that | do approve the DoFrine 
and Diſcipline, or Government in the Church of Eng'and, as 
containing all things neceſſary to ſalvation. Where two things 
are very obſervable, (x) The aſſertion is only this, That I 
do approve the DoArine, &c. the (2) Only as containing all 
things neceſſary to ſalvation ;z for which we are referred to the 
authority of the Holy Scripture by the Sixth Article, as was 
obſerved before. | 

3. As to the exd of theſe reſpe&ive Articles; Thoſe of 
Pope Pi#s are declared to be neceſſary to ſalvation, not only 
Necefſitate precepts, ſed eMedii ; neceſſary as well upon the 
account of a Means as of a Precept: for the Pope declares, 
Hanc (eſſe) veram Catholicam fidem , Extra quam nemo ſaluns 
efſe poteft, © That this is the true Catholick Faith, without . 
« which no wan can be ſaved, But the Articles of the Church 
of Exgland generally are intended for a decorum and order 
( matters of neceſſary Faith being herein reſtrained ro the 
Holy Scriptures) to keep out diſputes and vain jangling, and 
to preſerve peace and concord in her Communion. Thus much 
is intimated in the very Title prefix'd to thoſe Articles; bue 
much more clearly in his Majxeſties Declaration before men- 
tioned, where he ſaith, *© We hold it nioſt agreeable to our 
<* Kingly Office and our own Religious Zeal, to conſerve and 
« maintain the Church committed to our charge in the unity 
** of the true Religion, and in the bond of peace, and not 
«to ſuffer unnecefſary Diſputations, Alterations, or Queſtions 
**tobe raiſed, which may nouriſh FaQion both in the Church 
«2nd Capwmonwealth. We have therefore thought fit to 


« make this Declaration, That the Articles, &c, do contain 


< the- 


(9) 


«the true DoArine of the Church of Erzlazd agreeable to 
© Gods word ; which we do therefore ratifie and confirm, &c. 
But this is more clear in a Book ſet forth 157r. cal'ed, Liber 
quorundam Canonum Diſcipline Eccleſie Anvglicanz SS. de Concio- 
natoribus, Wriere it 1s ordered thus; Imprimis vero wvide- 
bunt, &c, Let the Preachers take care, that they teach no» 
& thing in their Sermons, which they would have the People 
* hold and believe as a matter of Religionz but what is con- 
6 ſonant to the Dodrine of the Old or New Teſtament, and 
© what the Catholick Fathers and Ancient Biſhops have ga- 
&* thered out of the ſame, And becauſe thoſe Articles of 
6 Chriſtian Religion, which were agreed upon by the Bi- 
« ſhops, &c. are without doubt colieded out of the Sacred 
© Books of the Old and New Teſtament , and do in all things 
« zpree with the heavenly Dodtrine contained therein : Alſo, 
« becauſe the Book of Common Prayers, and the Book of the 
<« [nauguration of Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, 
* dy contain nothing that is contrary to that DoArine ; who- 
« ſoever ſhall be ſent out to teach the People, ſhall confirm 
© the authority and belief of thoſe Articles, as well by 
«their ſubſcription as in their Sermons. © ui:ſecns fecerit ev 
« contraria doitrins Populum turbaverit , exconmunicabitur ; 
« Whoſoever ſhall do otherwiſe, and diſturb the People with 
« any contrary Dodrine ſhall be excommunicated. Here indeed 
the Clergy are implicitly enjoyned to preach up the belief 
and authority of theſe Articles : But withal,(1)The belief and 
authority of them is required, not as grounded upon the 
Declaration and Sanfion of the Eccleſiaſtical Governours 
(though a hearty ſubmiſſion and obedience is due thereto in 
matters of Religion, Diſcipline, and Order, upon the account 
of a Divine precept, ) but upon their Conmgruity. with the 
Holy Scriptures, according to the ſenſe of the 'Ancient Fa- 
thers. (2) That ſuch as tranſgreſs theſe Articles are puniſh'd 
( for want of good manners ) as diſiurbers of the publick. 


P Ceace, 


L 


: Wherefore. 


(363 


Wherefore, though the Author of the Guide in Comtrovers 


* Diſc. 3. //es *, hath made it his buſineſs to ſtrain every Sentence, Phraſe, 


Cap. 7+ 


+ Epiſco- 
pos uniuſ- 
cujuſque 


and word in the Canons as well as the Articles of the Church 
of England,: to make thoſe Articles ſeem to run parallel in the 
Charge of a zew |mpoſition of Faith, with thoſe in the Creed 
of Pope Pius the Fourth aforementioned ; yet, by what hath 
been obſerved, it is evident, that the Articles of the Church 
of England were not intended (as thoſe of that -Pope clearly 
were) foran Aadition to the Faith declared by the Fatkers 
at Nrce, which (with all Chriſtian Churches ) we profeſs as 
Catholicks ; but for information to dire& our publick diſ- 
courſes gereraliy as occaſion ſerves, inmatters of Religion, as 
we are wnited in the Communion of the particular Church of 
England, after a deliberate and ſober Reformation ; which to 
attempt and perform, as far as in them lies, no doubt all Bi- 
ſhops are as well obliged in duty by Chriſt's Command, [Apoe. 
2 & 3 Cap.] as preſcribed todo it orderly, by the 34. of the 
Apoſties Canons +. 


"BY ho PT ”y * 
+1] gentis noſle oportet eum, qui in eis eft primus, & ex1ſtimare eum ut caput: & nhl facere magni 


momenti, przter illius ſenrenriam : illa autem ſola facere unumquemque que ad ſuam parceciam 
pertinent, 8& pagos qui ci ſudfunt. 


Edit. Leo- 
dit, 1668, 
P+-387,8&c. 


To leave this long, though not unneceſſary digreſſion ; This 
Infd/tbility (in the latitude the Roman party pleads for) is 
ſo very improbable , that Mr, Creſſey (in his Neopiytiſm) was 
not able to ſwallow it till he had ſhrugk ir up into an /s#- 
acfeFthility ; wherein we can heartily cloſe with him. And 
forall chat great priviledge, which make ſo much noiſe in the 
world, | do very well obſerve, that in many caſes they are 
glad torcit ſatisfied witha probable Conſcience. And in ſpight 
of that Infaſlibility, They muſt ſtand to the courtefie or. ha- 
zard of a probable Opinion, to ſecure themſelves (according to 
cheir pra@ice ) from the peril of Idolatry. And this is ac- 
knowledged by the Jeſuite Arr. Teri, our Countryman, in 
his TraGate de Conſctentia Probabili: His words are .theſe ; 
* Outd mazis ad mores, ©, What does more concern man- 

6 ners 


(11) 
«ners and the ſtrifneſs of the Law of Nature, than that the 
© worſhip due to God be not beſtowed upon a Creature ; 
« and yet itis lawful many times, out of a probable Opinion 
«© oply, to beſtow Divine worſhip upon the Euchariſt , and 
« to adore God when he is but probably latent there. For 
6 there is no true certainty ; bur only a Probability, that this 
« nnimerical Hoſt is rightly conſecrated. Firſt, It is not 
© certain that he who did conſecrate was a Prieſt, both be- 
« cauſe it i5 not certain that he was baptized, ag alſo, becauſe 
« 1t is nor certain that he was (.awfully or) validly Ordained 
« by 2 true Bifhop , havirg an intention requiſite to that ef- 
« je&,8&c. Second!y, It is nor certain that he did pronounce 
* the words of Conſecration. If he did duly pronounce 
«chem, yet Thirdly, perhaps he had not a due intention. 
« If all thefe things were (vubſerved) as they ſhould be, Icis 
© not certain, in the Fourth place, that a due watter was made 
* uſeof ; for the Bread might not be made of Wheat. Fifth» 
« Iy, Although all theſe things proceeded well and rightly ; 
« yer it is not indubitable, thar the Officer to whom the 
«cuſtody of the venerable Sacrament belongs, did not cx- 
« poſe'an Hoſt that was not conſecrazed, inſtead of one that 
« was (truly confecrated) to be adored, All theſe are ge- 
« geral-, to which we may add the malice of mans heart ,. 
< which is too vigorous in fome perſons. Upon theſe heads. 
«( ſaith he ) we bave known many Cheats too frequently 
<« praGiſed in-this matter ; and they know it much-berter, who- 
& zre employed as Judpes upon the Tribunal of the Sacred 
«Tnquifition, Thus far Father Terill. - 
Now, if they of the Church of Rowe have no- certainty 
in their Sacraments, no certainty in tkeir Sacrifice of the Al- 
tar, no cerfainty in their Prieſthood, no certainty, but they 
way commit Idolatry every day ; if they cannot be certain,. 
bue the matice of their Prieſts may fruſtrate all the ſacred Or- 
dinances of God to them, and make them abſolutely null, 
though they be never ſo worthily diſpoſed to receive the bene=- 
fic of them: (And this is the DoGrine and Belief commoniy 
wain» 
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waintained in the Church of Rome,) They ſhould rather bluſh 
at ſuch an Infallibilicy, than Þoaſt of any great advantage to 
be reaped frem it, For grant further , that chat Infallibility 
were ſuch as they would have ir. yet they can have no ſeeu- 
rity in it for ſaivation. 'Tis ſuch as a man may carry. into 
Hef with him (if it proves not a means to lead him thither,) 
where ( for ought 1 know ) the Devils have ic as much as 
he. And Gregory the Seventh was of the ſame mind ; Nam, 
* ut Jacobus frater Domini teſtaiur, fides fine operibus mortua 
© oft, qualem & Demones habere fatetur; Non Ergo minus 
** eſt refiſtendum pertinacibus authenticarum inſtitutlonum im- 
© pupnatoribus quam Sacre fidei wiolatoribus , cum & Daemo- 
© nibus aſſemilentur quicunque inſtitutionem SS. Patrum in 
« fide tantum, & mnonetiam in converſatione pro wirtbus aſſe- 
«© Fatur ? For as Fames, the Brother of our Lord, doth te- 
«Rifie, Faith without Works s dead, which kind of Faith he 
© doth acknowledge to be in the Devils, We ought: there- 
« fore no leſs to refiſt ſuch as are obſtinate impugners of Au- 
6 thentick Inſtitutions ( vs. of Piety) than ſuch as do vio- 
<« Jate the Sacred Faith, ſeeing they that do earneſtly follow 
© the inſtruGion of the Holy Fathers in (watter of) Faith 
© only, and not in (a holy) converſation are like unto the 
« Devils. For this I»fallsbility is reſtrained to matters of 
Faith, and that Faith is but hiſtorical (Cas they call it) and 
not ſtfficient to ſalvation. © To the Eſſence of a Church, 
«right DoGrines in PraQiicals are as neceſſary as in Specula- 
* tives, if mortal Sin excludes from ſalvation, as well as 
&* an erroneous Faith +; as the Author of the Guide in Contro- 
verſies does acknowledge. And this 1s the DoGrine of the 
Council of Trex?, Sel. 6, de Juſtificatione : ** Sz quis aixerit, 
« ola fide juſtificari, ita ut intelligat nihil aliad requirt quod ad 
«© Fuſtificationis gratiam conſequendam cooperetur , & nulle ex 
«& parte meceſſe eſſe eum ſue voluntatis motu__preparari atque 
C« diſponi, Anathema ſit , Can.g, If any man ſhall ſay, that 
« Faith a'one does Juſtifie , ſo that nothing eiſe 1s required 


«to cooperate towards the attainment of 'the Grace of Juſti. 
* fication, 
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© fication, and that it is in no wiſe neceſſary that he ſhould 
** be prepared and diſpoſed (to it) by any motion of his 
* own will, let him be accurſed. Ez Can. 19, Si quis dtxerir, 
* wihil praceptum eſſe is Evangelio preter fidem, cater eſſe 
* indifferentia, neque precepts neque prohibits, ſed libers ; 
* aut Decem Precepts nihil pertinere ad Chriſftianos, Jna- 
© theme fit. If any man ſhall ſay, there is nothing command- 
*:din the Goſpel, bue Faith; that all other matters are 
<* indifferent, neither commanded nor forbidden , bur lefe 
*© free: or that the Ten Commandements do not concern 
* Chriſtians ; let him be accurſed. E# Can. 21. Si guis 
« dixerit Chriſtum Feſum & Deo bominibus datum ſuiſſe , ut 
& Redemptorem, cui fidant, non etiam ut Legiſlatorem, cui 
& obediant ; Anathema ſit : that is, If any manſhall ſay, that 
«Chriſt Jeſus was given unto man of God, as a Redeemer 
« in whom they ſhould truſt, and not alſo as a Lawgiver, 
* whom they ſhould obey; let him be accurſed, (Which 
Canons we can readily ſubſcribe to:) From which it ap- 


= 
' 


of 


pears beyond exception, that the Infallibility pretended by 
the Church of Rome is not to be relied on as ſufficient for 
ſalvation, ** The Creeds chiefly comprehending Specula- 
*« tives, there muſt be a preat body of Articles alſo of ne- 


* ceſſary Fai h relating to PraQticals; as R. HZ, maintains cx... 
in his Diſcourſe of the Neceſſity of Church Guides, Burt p4 


* doth this Infallibility extend. ro all matters of PraQical 
belief, as well as Speculative? Yes, ſaith R.H. Chrift hath 


left an Inſallible Guide for Manners as well as Faith +; anda t1dp.17s 


lictle after, God hath provided by the ſame Church Autho- 
rity to preſerve his Church in truth , and to reſirain it (rom 
fin ; grving an equal Commiſſion to teach the ignorant, and 
to correct the vicious, And that ſince their De@rine direits 
our Manners, as well a Faith; their Infallibility s as ne- 
ceſſary for things of Pratice, as of Speculation. Bur if there 
be ſuch an Inſatlibility in the Guides of the Church, not 
only in reference to points of Faith, but to DoGrines of 


PraQtice alſo , What meaneth MO bleating of the Sheep \ Sa. $ 
| in 
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& with humane inventions. 


in mine ears, and this lowing of the Oxen, which | hear ? 
Of che degeneracy of the Church in his time Y, Bede writes 
thus ; ** Vides quiſque non fine lachrymis, &c. 
Prince de © f t without tears, into What a Weak and infirm cone 
Meiſner de EcS NO | » O W aK NUN 
Eccleſia, 6 dition the ſtate of the Church does daily dwindle. And 
St, Bernard, in his thre; © Hoadte ſerpit patida tabes, ec, 
& Now-a-days an infettious and ſpreading Conſumption 
& hath ſeized the body of the Church , which the further 
« ir is dilated the more deſperate it grows; and it is fo 
* much the more dangerous, by how much the more in- 
And after him the Cardinal, Petrus de Aliaco, in 
a publick Sermon at the Council of Conſians. 
« eſſe, ſaich he, ec. *Tis apparenc, that the Church hath 
* of a long time been in ſeveral reſpets deformed, and 
* not only hath (C in time paſt) but doth now extreamly 
© want a reformation as well in Faith as Manners. 
like complaints are made in theſe our days; not againſt 
the corrnpt Manners of wicked men only , but againit the 
New Extravagant and pernicipms DoArines , which do 
lead to, and incourage ſuch ill Manners : witneſs what 
was lately written by Macarius Havermans Canon of the 
Church of St, Michael, Ordinis premonſtratenſis, in his 
+ Printed Tyrocinium Chriſtiane Moralis Theologig F, Where, in his 
Epiſtle Deazcatory to the Abbot, writing of .the (unhap- 
pily ) fertile Age into which we are fallen; he ſaiththus, 
« Out Theolopias Moral:s non edidit, oc, 
* ſtems of Moral Divinity hath this Age brought forth, 
& which are as fo many whimſical fictions and opinions of 
© Divines, grounded upon philoſophical Arguments, ſwel- 
*ling with curious. and exquiſite probabilities, and big 
And in his Preface to the Reas 
der he compiains of the Arrogance of theſe new DoQors, 
in preferring their own Sentiments before the DoQrine of 
the Ancient Fathers ,- Councils, and Holy Scriptures : 
« Hinc vix ullum, ſaith he, Ec. 
* that in their Writings you ſhall ſcarce find any place of 
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«© Sacred Scripture, or the Ancient Councils, or Holy 
&*« Fathers alledged ; bur they weigh every thing in the 
© ballance of their own underſtanding: And thus for Chri- 
« tian Divinity ( whoſe concluſions concerning God and 
& his Atrributes, &c., ought eo be deduced from the un+ 
*erring and uncontro)lable DoGrins of Gods word, and 
<* from the moſt ſecure Decrees of the Holy Fathers) they 
« ſet up a Natural Theology or Philoſophy grounded up- 
« on the Princip'es of Ariſtotle and his Followers, whofe 
« Authority they alledge more frequen:ly than that of 
« Sr. Ambroſe, Jerome, Auſtin, or any other Holy Fa- 
« ther; not to ſay they do more value them : nay, fo de- 
«*yoted are they to their own Inventions, that a plauſible 
« Reaſon of their own ſhall be preferr*d before the gravelt 
« Sentiments and Maxims of the Holy Fathers. 

Hereupon Caramel breaks out into that ingenuous ac- 
knowledgment, ©* I ſpend not much time, or rather loſe 
* it not, in turning over the Writings of the Ancients. 
And gives us his reaſon elſewhere , Becauſe , ſaith he, as to 
«© Manners the Opinions of the Moderns are to be pre- 
«Fferr'd to thoſe of the Ancients. For as a late Writer 
« hath it [ 77 move libertatis explicatione | the Modern 
* Schoolmen had a greater inſight into things, than the for- 
«© mer. And have alſo thought fit to rejze& whatſoever 
* they approved or looked upon as not improbable: And . 
© ( ſaith he) now, who ſees not at the firſt glance ,. that 
* thoſe exorbitant Tenents are ſo abhorring from the De- 
& crees of Antiquity, that they need no conſutation ; but 
&« that barely to mention them is to confute them? So thar, 
«to ſpeak with St. Auſtin, I think them fitter to be be- 
« wailed by Believers, than diſputed againſt by me, Their 
« clamours will ſooner be drewned by Prayers and 
«Tears, than by the noiſe of Arguments : And with. 
* out doubt we fhall do more advantage for ſuch per- 
*«ſons, if with our Prayers we endeavour their refor- 
©« mation, leſt they periſh with their great Wits, or 
C 3 *ruine 
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© ruine others with their damnable preſumption. More- 
* over, this (lighting of the Holy Fathers is like co be 
* very pernicious to the Church; for if their Authority 
© be (fo diſefteemed and undervalued in matter of Man» 
*ners, and that by Rowan Catholick Writers, who can 
*blame the Hereticks for not valuing their Authority in 
© ma'ters of Faith? for why ſhould they be valued in 
© watcers of Faith, more than in matters of Manners? Are 
* not Manners to be directed by the Authority of Divine 
« Tradition, as well as Faith? Are not the Faithful as 
«well Truſtees of the Tradition of Manners, as of Faith ? 
And a little after he exhorts his Reader thus ; Pro para- 
© doxo ergo reputamur, Ec. Wherefore let us account that 
© of a late Writer for a mere paradox (wiz. ) [ Tota 
e« Theologia Moralis eft nova] A'l Moral Divinity is whal- 
« ly New. For if ic be New, thenit was nor delivered 
«by Chriſt, nor by his Apoſtles , nor by the Holy Fa- 
« thers: And conſequently, neither Chriſtian, nor Apo» 
« ſtolical, nor Orthodoxal ; and that which 1s more , net- 
© ther is it true, nor geauine; but ſpurious and adul- 
© terate, and for that reaſon not to be applauded, bur 
« condemned, nct to be embraced , but baniſhed, nor 
* to be alledged , but exp'oded. Tantum enim 4 veters 
« ſemplicitate , &c. ( «s it follows &« little after) For we 
<< have ſo far ſtarted from the Primitive ſimplicity and 


& Obedience, that there is ſcarce avy Law bur is rendred- 


« nſeleſs by the gloſſes of the Schoolmen, as it may ap- 
© pear, if we pleaſe to trace them in ſome particujar 
« Laws: Of what great cfficacy (I pray) will that Ec- 
« clefiaſtical Law be, concerning Anniverſary. Confeſſion 
«and Communion, if it nay be ſatisfied ' by a bare ex- 
{« ternal , though ſacrilegious Communion and Confeſ- 
« fjon? Nevertheleſs, that a man may ſatisfie that Precepe 
© by ſuch a ſacrilegious Communion, wany Schoolmen , 
« Je faits, do ſtill reach. Again, of what force is thae 
« Law about hearing the Sacred Offices on the _— 
* day, 
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 ** gay, and other Holy-days, ,if that Command may be f- 


6 tisfied only by an external preſence of the body ; al- 
** though during the whole time of the Sacrifice a wan 
« ſuffers his mind voluntarily co wander and be diftra- 
& ed, and taken. up with iwpure and filthy Cogitations ? 
«© And yet wany Schoolmen teach this Docrine. The 


* Law for the obſerva:ion of Faſting, how unprofitable 


& it is rendred, is very notably ſer forth by Marchantins 

« in the Complaint of (his perſonated ) Sr. Jejunium *, * Qui. 
6 The like may be ſhewed in other Inſtances. Thas far #5: 
\Havermans, By ali which we ſee the fruits of this great Four 
priviledge of Infalliki ity ig the Church of Rowe; wiz, ti. 

by their own Confeſſion they have entertain'd a new Mo- 

ral + (and not the Primitive) for watters of Practice; and +45ee Mr. 
in our obſervation, they bave done the like in watters of taltiv's 
Faich and Speculation. And when we find ſo preat a TOI 
variation, we muft needs conclude, That either the with wer- 


Ancient Church was not tex; or elſe, That the preſent 49cbim's 


Church ( which differs ſo much from it) is not wow Infal- —_ =" 
lible. Latin Co- 


And naw the Queſtion may be pur , Which particular {2578 
Church is in the more ſafe condition ? In the Church 
of England we have The Faith of cur Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
as St, Fames Cal's it, ( Famer 2. 1.) we bave St; Peters 
aiyer 8 iaviet® (ox Peter 3, 15,) his Rationale of the 
Chriſtian hope. We have Sr. Pants Depoſitum, 1 Tim, 6. Quid 
20. and form of ſound words, 2 Tim. 1, 13, And it is Depoſit? 
undoubtedly St. Fades Faith we contend for, which, as dds 
Beza very well notes upon the place, was exce, { and af creditum 
ence) fo delivered to the Saints, that it ought never.co be _— 
changed. That Faith which the Fathers of the Council 299 3 
uod ac- 
ſti, non quod excogitaſti. Rem non ingenii,ſed dofrinz. Non ufurpationis —— 
publicz traditionis, Rem ad te perdufam, non I te prolatam,in qua non Author deb:s elle. 
ted Cuſtes;z non 18ſlitutor, fed ſeRator ; nanducens, ſed ſequens. Fincent. Lirinenfs. 
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of Nice profeſſed we do very heartily embrace ; we keep 
this Faith whole and wndefiled, But from receivirg any 
other, we are deterred by the Sentence of the Synod of 


Fpheſus foremenmtioned 3 ** ni aliam fidem andent com- 


* ponere, &c. Whoſoever ſhall dare.ro compoſe, alledge 
© or jntroduce any other Faith, if he bea Biſhop or Cler- 
&« oy-man, he ſha'l be degraded; if a Lay-mwan, excommu- 
«c2red, If the Faith thus delivered were ſufficient for 
their ſalvation { in gexere fidet ) why not for cours? And 
herein, without all doubt, we are no leſs [»fallib/e than 
the Church of Rome. And to the Ancient Fathers in the 
mo Sacred Councils, this was their + Shield againſt all 
Herefies , ©no ſolo, &c. Through whoſe attrattive power 
alme they have , in times paſt, drawn unbelicters to 
the Faith, reſiſted and rooted ont Hereticks, and confirm d 
the Faithful; as the Fathers of the Council of Trent do ac- 
knowledge, If there be any other points of Faith need- 
ful to ſajvation, our ignorance thereof ( after a Jong and 
diligent ſearch) is both involuntary and invincible, and that 
will zotally excuſe us, 

For that ſ#perfetation -of Articles by Pope Pins the 
Fourth, we were never Baptized into them, nor can we 
anſwer for them. The truth is, the Faith of the Church 
of England the Romaziſts can never juſtly reprehend, being 
more pure , more Primitive, and more Catholick than their 
own, and was profeſſed intirely by all Chriſtian Churches 
before ſome Articles of the preſent Church of Rowe were 
ever known to have had a being. And for part of this we 
have a pregnant acknowledgment in the Council of Trezt, 
where they ſet down this Symbolum fidei totidem werbs , 


T-ud. Bail. : : 8 
ubi ſupra., quibus in omnibus Eccleſfits legitur ; In the ſame words in 


which it is read in all Churches : And this they ſet down 
as that principle , wherein all that do profefſ the Faith of 
Chrift do neceſſarily agree; (and) as that firm and only foun- 
dation, againſt which the gates of Hell ſhall never be able to 


revall, 
4 : This - 
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\ This Faith (I ſay) we do keep whole and undefiled 5 


bu”, it ſeems, It was a foundation too narrow to bear up 
- the Pep:(þ ſuperſtruaures of Hay and: Srubble: bur yer, 
being the oy foundation ( as they confeſs, ) and ſo firm, 
that ihe gates of Hell ſhall! never preva#{ againſt it; we 


do ſtedfaltly reſt upon ic, building owr ſelves thereon, as St. 
Fude diretts us, in expettation of the mercy of our Lord 


Feſms Chriſt to Eternal life. Towards the accompliſhwenc 
whereof our Charity is ſo mach more Catholick than theirs, 
that (with ſome crafc and fophiſtry , though with little 
reaſon ) they take an Arpumene from thence to delude 
the weak, and make them Proſelyzes to their par- 


ty. 


For our Agendas. or watters of PraQtice, we: have a Li- 


turgy that is. full , ſolemn and intelligible, we have all 
Secraments and Sacramentals that are generally neceſſary, 
or of any efficacy to ſalvation, And ( beſides all pablick 
Offices ) for private devotion and uſe, we have Inſtitu- 
tions, and forms of Chriſtian piety, no part of the Chri- 
ſtian Church better. Our Prieſthood and Government you 
cannot, with any truth or reaſon , deny to ke Apoſtolical 
and if our Diſcipline be in ſome inſtances collapſed from 
the ſeierity which it obtained in the practice of the 4»- 
cients, that of the Church of Rome is. ſo likewiſe, And 
if we refle& upon the many- diſadvantages and perils, 
which are in Their Communion, they will warrant the ſe- 
curity in ours to be far the greater. Amongſt the 4rſ- 
advantages on that fide, I reckon their half Sacraments 


againſt the expreſs Jetter of our Saviours Inſtitution * 


and their Service in an «»known Tongue, contrary to the 


expreſs diſcourſe of the Apoſtle f. Amongſt the perils, 


muſt account (1) That of ldolatry, in the adoration of the F1 Cor.14; 
Hoft, (2) The weneration of Images: (3) And the 7x- 
wocation of Saints. Secondly, Such as ariſe from the 
abuſes inthe matter of Confeſ/ion and Penances, of Indut- 
gence and Diſpenſation, with many deluſions under — 
| o6 
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of Revelations. Thirdly , Such as ariſe from ſeveral of 
their Do@rines, viz. That the Sacrament. does conferr 
Grace [ex opere operato] from the AR performed , with- 
out any worthy or moral diſpoſition in the Receiver. 
That Attrition, for fear of Hell, is ſufficient, without 
Charity, to obtain Grace and pardon in the Sacrament of 
Penance. That in a caſe of Conſcience, I may followa 
probable opinion, which is more benign and gentle, and 
reze& that which is more ſafe, if it be more ſevere and 
rigid, That a wan is not obliged to decline and avoid, 
ÞProximam occaſionem peccandi, the immediate danger of 
ſinning, though he has had ſad experience of his own frailey 
and recidivation: That the precept of Repentance does. 
not bind. preſently , bur only? in the time of fickneſs, or at 
the point of death, Theſe Doarines are taught: and pra- 
Giſed , without any the leaft check of his Inf«lible Hy- 

lineſs. i 
Nor is the danger ſinall, which ariſeth from the per- 
ſwaſion of their Infallibility, For from thence proceeds a 
belief, that whatſoever they - take upon them to define 
is as true as Goſpel: And what ſad work this hath wade 
in the Church of God we may obſerve from that ſingle in- 
PI ſtance about the Sacrament, In a Council at Rewe, under 
io:9g, AMicholas. the Second, Bereugarius was enjoyned a form of 
Kecantation, wherein he profeſſed and ſwore, That the 
Bread and Wine , which are ſet upon the Altar , after Con- 
ſecration, are not only a Sacrament, but alſo the true Body 
and Bled of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And (that the ſaid 
Body ) is not in Sacrament only , but in rratb(N.B ) Sen- 
ſualiter manibus Sacerdetuws traGari, frangi &- fidelium 
dentibus atteri, i, e. ſenſually handled by the Prieft, broken 
and torn by the teeth of the Faithful. Expreſſions fo groſs 
to unfold an inexplicable myſtery, that the Author of the 
Gloſs upon Gratien gives his Reader this ſober warning of 


De con- 


fecr.diſt.2. them, © Hec verbs. nifi ſane intelligas , in majorem incides 
c.q42-<g0 + Heyeſin, quam ipſe Berengarius habuit : 5, e. Unleſs you. 


Btrenge 


© under- 
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«* underſtand theſe words in a ſound ſenſe, you will fall into 
*% a greater Hereſie than Berengarius was guilty of. 
And upon the account of this pretended Infalitbility , 1 
might add ſome Refleions upon thoſe horrid Myrthers, 
Treeſons , and Rebellions, which have been encouraged 
and carried on out of a belief of the Popes Supremacy 
and Power over Princes, at leaſt is ordine ad Spiritualis, 
in order to Church-matters ; which muſt needs make a 
great flaw in their Allegiance. What think you of the 
Popes Nzncio at the head of the Irifb Army, 

Sir, if you will give your ſelf the freedom impartialiy 
to confider the Anſwers that are made by the Romiſb 
Writers, to excuſe what is charged upon them for theſe, 
and ſome other looſe Dodrines and praQices, you will 
find it no Fable, That their defences dwindle into mere 
evaſions. I ſhall now conclude your trouble and my 
own with a few Animadverſions upon the whole mat- 
[cr . 
Firſt, That Chow hot ſoever your Zeal may grow for 
the Church of Rowe) you might have done much better 
ſervice for the Church Catholick, if you had continued in 
the Communion of that part of it which is eſtabliſhed in 
this Kingdom. : 

Secondly, © To uſe the word of the Ingenious Author of 

[The Notion of Schiſngg,] that for any to deſert the Church 
of England to communicate with that of Rome, is ſuch a 
frantick humor, as for a man to quit the meateſt appart- 
ment and exchange for the moſt futtiſh Rooms in the ſame 
Houſe. | | 

Thirdly , That you haye given a ſcandal to your Bre- 
thren of the Church of England, contrary to- that Caveat 


and Admonition of the Apoſtle , x Cor. 10. 32. And he ,g;,.q 
that gives offence to his Brother, ſins againſt God , whoſe locun. 


bandy-work he defirays, Rom. 14. 20. He fins alſoagainſt 
Chriſt, in deſtroying him for whom Chrift died, Rom.14. 15. 
OE. Fourthly, 


FSchol. ad 
cap 5. de 
preſcripr. 
Epiſt. 65. 
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_ Fourthly and Laſtly, That by withdrawing your ſelf 
from that ſubjeQion and obedience, which:by the Laws of 
the Catholick Church. you awe to your own Biſhop, 
Primate, or Metropolitan, you rug deſperately into 
Schiſme , while you are ſuperſticzouſly ſolicitous io avoid 
it. For © Schiſma eſt contumas adverſus Epiſcopum rebellio, 
* qua quis ejus communignew deſerit, &c. Schiſine is a plain 
* Rebellion againſt the Biſhop, whereby a man forſakes 
© his Communion and endures no fellowſhip with him in 
** Divine matters; as Chriſtian Lupus hath it upon Ter- 
tulliaxt. And St, Cyprian in an Epiltle a4 Rogatianum No- 
venſem, who had been affronted by his Deacay, ſaith thus : 
* Hec ſunt initia Hereticorum, .cc. By theſe means He- 
%reticks are hatched, and the. endeavours of ill-minded 
&« Schiſmaticks promored; who , that they may gratifie 
* their humorſome whymſies, do. ſupercilionſly contemn 
& hm that is ſet over them: thus men depart. from the 
« Church, and ſet up a prophane Altar {that is a Conven- 
{« zjclp) withayr : (the Communion of it): Thus. they. wake 
© war upon the Peace left, by Chriſt, and- rebel againſt 
& Unity and the Ordinance. of God. And. Epift, 69. ad 
Florentium. Pupignun , writing in reference to himſelf, he 
ſaith thus: © Inde Schiſmats & Hereſes aborte ſunt & 
& griuntur&c. Hence Hereſies: and Schiſmes have their riſe ; 
<« when as. the Riſhop, who is.but one, and preſides over the 
« Church, is,moſt; preſuwptuouſly .contemned ; and the man 
<« dignified with a. vacation from God, is thayght unwor- 
« thy thereof, by wen. That St, Cypriae writes thus , not 
in reference to the Biſhop of Rowe, but to himſelf agd 0+ 
ther Bifhops of perticuler Churches, is evinced by, Goular- - 
fins in his Annotations, 4d Epifl. $5. t. 27:, againſt Pa- 
6/185. | | 


With 
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With great revſ0y therefore did the- Connmvit of A 
decree, Gar. 6, © dotiqus nieres ſervenrnry ©&8" Let the 
* Ancient ciiſtotbes arid priviledges be preſerved; That the 
** Biſhop of Aſtzxanaria may have the - Jfriſdiion and 
** power of them whio- are in Egypr, . Lybis and Pex- 
©© tapolis ; for ſo the Biſhop of Rome. hath/ caſtomirily- had 
+ (over his Provinces) Liketlviſe alſd in Antioehia and 
&* other Provinces, let their Priviledges be preſerved ( in- 
** viojable) to their (reſpe&ive) Churches. The Fpitome 
* of which Canon rins this: Sper e/fg yptum, Lybiam, &+ 
& Pentapolim, Alexandrinns Epiſcopiis poteſtatem habeat , 
* & Ronwanns ſaper Rorie ſubditos, Item Antiochenns alii- 


© que ſuper ſus; i.e, Let the Biſhop of Alexanaris have V.Pand:a. 


* Authority over Egypt, Lybia, and Pentapolis , and the 
« Biſhop of Rowe over the Subjeds of Rome. In like 


«manner the Biſhop of 4#tioch , and (ally other Biſhops Concil. 
« over their Subjeds (in their reſpe@ive Provinces.) And WO 
Ales, Ariſlenus hath this Gloſs upon it, Unumquemgue Par 1iq. 


6 iriercharum, cc, Every Patriarch ought to be content 
* with his own priviſedges, and not to uſuirp upon. any 
& other Province which was not heretofore, and from the 
** beginving; under his power and Juriſdidion ; for this 
« js the pride of an (tinjuſtY ſecular Dominion. And in 
the Second General Council held ar Conſtantinople, Can. 2, 
it is decreed thus: © The Bifhop ſhall not paſs the bounds 
* of their own Dicceſſes, nor confound (the priviledges of ) 
© the Churches', but govern themſelves according to' the 
«Canons : Ant if 'we- obferve the Canon preſcribed 
* concerning Dioceſſes, it is clear that each Province ſhall 
& be gbverned by the particular Synod of the ſame Pro- 
« yince', as it is decreed by. the Council of Nice, And. 
Leo the Great had ſo great a veneration and zeal for the, 
Authority ard hononr of that: Synod, that'in an Epiſtle to 
Anatolius Biſhop of Conſtantimople , blaming him highly 
amongſt other miſcarriages , = invading the Fs 
| Y 0 
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of the Churches of Alexandricand Antiech, he writes ths : 
* ] grieve not a litcle, that you are fallen into ſo great an 
© Error as io attempt the violation of the moſt ſacred 
« Conſtitutions of the Canons of Nice. vis- In attempt- 
< ing to invade , after Alexanaris and A4ntiocn, the dig- 
< nities and priviledpes of all other e Metropolitans: And 
blaming him for endeavouring to wheadle the moſt Chri- 
itian Emperour, and the- holy Sywed ( called by his Autho- 
rity , for the extinguiſhing of Hereſie and the Confirmation 
of the Catholick Faith ) to ſerve his ambitious deſigns, 
ke celis him, * That the Synod of Nice, conſiſting of 
* three hundred and eighteen Biſhops, was ſo Sacred, and 


* Tanto . "Is 
divinichs © conſecrated * with ſo great a priviledge from God , that 


privilegio © jyhatſoever was done by any of their Councils, be they 


Conſecra- I 
Oe never ſo numerous, who aſſembled in them, ir ſhould 


Leo Mag. © be utteriy void and of no Authoricy, if it were dif 
—_ 53- © fering from what was Ordained by thoſe Holy Fathers +: 
ra "rig And in his Epiſtle to Ma7tianus the Emperour, blaming 
1623- the Ambition of Anatolius, as aforeſaid, he condemns 
Th ogun him for this reaſon; ** Privilegia enim Eccleſiarum, & 0. 
fuerirCon- ©* For the priviledges of the Churches being eſtabliſhed 
| pr « by the Canons of the Holy Fathers, and fixed by the 
Let the © Decrees of the venerable Synod of Nice, are not to be 
Pope of © changed or ſhaken by any wicked attempts of Novelty ; 
£m 7" © but to be preſerved inviolable: In which buſineſs, with 
theſe © Chriſts help, it is necefſary that I exert wy utmoſt 
weighty . * endeavours as. one inſtructed with a Diſpenſation. And 
his grear © it would become wy guilt, if the Sacred Conſtitutions 
Predeceſ- «© of the Fathers eſtabliſhed by the Holy Ghoſt in the 
_ « Synod of Nice, ſor the Government of the whole Church 
*r1d.n4,, © Of God » ſhould through my negle& or connivence|} (which 
readsir, * God forbid). be violated or infringed, and the gratifying 


oy mg « of one Brothers humor ſhould be of more concern to 
niventes _ . ; 
and ſo applies it to the Emperour. In Sum, Concil, Tom, 1, mp. 141+ B.2, 
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&« me than the common benefit of chewhole Church of Gad: 
And in an Epiſtle to Fuvenals Biſhop of Jeruſalem, and 
the reſt of the Biſhops aſſembled in, the holy 'Synod of 
Chalcedon, he writes thus concerning the keeping of the 
Ordinances of the holy Fathers, which are fixed by invio- 
lable Decrees in the Synod of Xie. © 1 adviſe, That the 
- *rights of the Church may remain as they were ordained by 
*© thoſe three hundred and eighteen Fathers, divinefy inſpt 
* red. Let not wicked Ambition -covet anathers Righr, 
« nor let any wan ſeek to augment himſelf by the leffening 
& of another. For by what affentations foever a vain ela- 
<© tion may arm it ſeif, and think ro ſtrengthen irs inordi- 
« nate defires by the name of Councils, whatſoever ſhall be 
© diſagrecable to the Canons of the foreſaid Fathers ſhall 
© be void and of no validity, Thus Leo the Great. 
And if there were any ſuch thing as Infallibility or Autho- 
rity , either in this Pope Leo the Great, or in thac firſt 
General, and moſt ſacred Council of Nice, that Canon of 
theirs concerning the Juriſdiction and Priviledges of the 
Churches, is of full force, and ought to be obſerved in- 
violably at this day. 

Now to apply this to our own caſe. It is evident out of 
ſeveral Records, * That the Britannick Church was ever 


See Bede; 


«vToxipea@r, and Independent, ſubje& to no foreign Biſhop, Hiſtor. 


but under her own Metropolitan, having her Primacy and 
Headſkip, with all priviiedges Eccleſiaſtical , within her 
ſelf for ſix hundred years after Chriſt, till A»ftiz the Monk, 
eranſereſJing that Canon of Nice, did by force of Arms ſub- 


and the 


berty of 


the Britan- 
nick Ch. 

by Dr. Ba- 
fier. Lond; 


duc and captivate her to the See of Roxze. The Popes printed 


Uſurpation began here in blood, with the flaughter of 
Twelve hundred innocent and-holy Monks, at Baxgoy ; and 
all artempts to reinforce that Uſurpaiion, are carri-d on by 
methods of the like nature, 5. e. practices of fraud and vio- 


for 7ohn 
Mileſon. 


I661. 


W.Beverige 
Anno. ad 


tence. Nevertheleſs, as the Learned Bewerege hath ob- can. 6. 
ſerved, the unjuſt violation of that Canon, cannot preju- 
dice 


Concal . 


NICE» 


P:58,59» 
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dice the high and perpetual Authority of it, + Wherefore 
though the Biſhop of Rome , ever ſince he ſent the afore- 
ſaid Auſtin hither, hath exerciſed che chief Authority 
in this Nation; yer at laſt having ſhaken off his Tyrannical 
yoak, our Church (through Gods bleſſing) doth moſt de- 
ſervedly enjoy her Ancient priviledges, by that moſt worthy 
Ordinance and Canon, preſcribed by the Univerſal Church; 
in this matter, 

[t is manifeſt then, that the Biſhop of Rome can afford you 
no good SartFuary againſt the Authority of that Biſhop 
and Metropolitan, whoſe Communion you have forſaken. 
W hat therefore St, Hierome ſaith againſt Fohz of Feruſalem, 
I may fitly apply to the Pope of Rowe, Tu qui regulas 
queris Eccleſiaſticas, & Niceni Concilis Canonibus ateris, & 
alienos Clericos & cum ſuis Epiſcopis commurantes tibi niteris 
uſurpare ; Reſponde mihi, Ad Alexandrinum Epiſcopum Pa- 
leſtinamquid pertinet, Thou who ſeekeſt for Eccleſiaſtical 
Canons, and uſeſt the Conſtitutions of the Council of Nice, 
and notwithſtanding pretendeſt to uſurp the Government 
over the Clergy of other Biſhops, tell me, what hath the 
Biſhop of Rowe to do with Great Britain? Sir, from what 
hath been ſuggeſted it is evident, that the Biſhop and 
Church of Rowe have ſhamefully prevaricared both the 
Doarine and Government of the Catholick Church, as it 
was declared and fix*'d by the moſt Ancient and ſacred Ge- 
neral Councils; The Doarine, as well in-matters of Faith 
as Manners; And the Government by uſurping the Juriſ- 
digionand priviledges of other Churches. 

And if (as you profeſs) you have not changed your 
Loyalty, I am very apt to believe, the wicked 
Plot now under Examination ( with many of the like 
nature) may be ſufficient} to make you abhor the Com» 
munion of that Church, whoſe Morals can hatch ſuch 
Monſters, and: whoſe Governours do make it their buſi- 
neſs to Lowbel their plianc Creatures into deſigns of 
Treaſon 
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Treaſon and Aſſaſſination, by the help of- falſe Lights, 
Bulls and Diſpenfations ; and encourage them in the at- 
tempts by the fond app'/auſe of Merit, and a Crown 
of Red Letters. In ſhort, the ſcandal hereof is ſo foul, 
it may very well become your ingenuity { and without 
doubt it will tend much to your reputation and inward 
peace) to take your leave of ſuch Company , with good 
old Facobs oprecation, Ger. 49.6. O my Soul, come not 
thou into their ſecret : unto their aſſembly, my Honour , be 
not thou united, And this is the Advice, which proceeds 
( though but from the common prudence, yet) from the 

higheſt Charity of, | | 


SI R; 


Your moſt affettionate Friend, 


and faithful Servant, 


L. W. 


